
Minutes of Joint Policing Committee Meeting held in the Council Chamber, 

Aras an Chontae, Great Water Street, Longford on 

Monday, 4th December 2017 at 3.00 p.m.
PRESIDING:
Councillor Gerry Warnock.
PRESENT:
Councillors -   John Browne, Seamus Butler,

Martin Mulleady, Peggy Nolan, 

Pat O’Toole, P.J. Reilly and Paul Ross.  


Ms. Madeline Bennett, Mr. Luke Casey, Mr. Peter Cox

Superintendent  Jim Delaney.      

Superintendent Brian Mohan.


Mr. Paddy Mahon, Chief Executive.

Ms. Barbara Heslin, Director of Services.

Mr. Ciaran Murphy, Senior Executive Officer.

APOLOGIES:-
Councillors  - Paraic Brady, Mick Cahill,  Colm Murray and Gerard Farrell.   Ms. Rosalind Greene
MEETINGS

ADMINISTRATOR: 
Anne Lee.                                              
ADOPTION OF MINUTES.

On the proposal of Councillor M. Mulleady seconded by Councillor P. O’Toole, the Minutes of Joint Policing Committee Meeting held on the 2nd October 2017, as circulated, were confirmed and adopted.
MATTERS ARISING.

Public Meeting. 
Councillor G. Warnock thanked all who contributed and attended the Joint Policing Committee Public Meeting   -  “Embracing our Diverse Communities ” held in the Longford Arms Hotel on the 2nd November. 
GARDA REPORT.

Superintendent Delaney briefed the members on the following and replied to queries raised –
· Operation Thor.
· Statistics -

· Burglaries -  Supt. Delaney emphasised the need for the public to be aware of home security and shopping on line security.  He encouraged business communities to notify the Gardai immediately if they are suspicious of any persons entering their premises.
· Assaults. 

· Sexual Offences.

· Supply and Sale of Drugs.

· Serious Incidents.

· Roads Policing.
Supt. Delaney also gave updates on various community sporting and cultural events held since the last meeting.
Superintendent Mohan briefed the members on the following and replied to queries raised –
· Assaults.

· Fatal Accident.

· Drink/Driving convictions.

· Thefts/Burglaries.
· Supply and Sale of Drugs.

Supts. Delaney and Mohan asked for the support of the Joint Policing Committee regarding additional personnel in the Granard area and also the upgrading of the Garda Barracks in Ballymahon.
Councillor P. Nolan proposed and Councillor M. Mulleady seconded that t the Minister for Justice and Equality be requested to meet a delegation from the Joint Policing Committee regarding  adequate personnel and financial resources to maintain a satisfactory level of Garda services in County Longford .

Also, Councillor P. Ross proposed and Councillor M. Mulleady seconded that additional Gardai be assigned to Edgeworthstown Garda Station and that Edgeworthstown Garda Station be upgraded.

Both Superintendents emphasised that drivers should not drive while under the influence of alcohol or drugs, walkers/runners/cyclists should wear high-viz clothing and drivers to slow down while driving.

Councillor G. Warnock praised the County Longford Drugs & Alcohol Forum on their recent competition among Transition Year Students regarding raising awareness of substance abuse. 
The following issues were raised by the members  -

· Visibility of the Gardai on the street – welcomed by the members.

· Excessive speed on the Ballinalee Road coming into Longford town.

· Line markings on the R392.

· Need for traffic lights at the round-a-bout at the Demesne, Longford.
· Anti-social behaviour in the Ardancassa/Grian Ard/Palace Crescent area of Longford town.

The Garda representatives and members all agreed that the message must go out that Longford is a safe place to live and is no worse- in terms of crime- than any other large urban area in the country.

LOCAL AUTHORITY REPORT. 
Mr. C. Murphy, Senior Executive Officer, updated the members on the following and replied to queries raised  -

· Housing developments in the County.

· Funding Programmes.

· Regeneration Programme. 

· Innovation Hub in the Providers Building, Longford town.

· Northern Quarter and Connolly Barracks.
· Walkability Survey in Longford town.

· Proposed new Edgeworthstown Branch Library. 
· Intercultural Strategic Plan. 

· Resettlement Programme.
· Upgrade of car parking at the Social Welfare offices.

· Extension to Longford Fire Station. 

Ms. M. Bennett raised the issue of public lighting at the new Car Park at St. Mel’s Cathedral and also the locked pedestrian gate at the Car Park.  This issue to be referred to the MD staff. 

UPDATE ON CCTV.
The members were informed that Asst. Commissioner Leahy’s office is overseeing the roll out of CCTV in the country.  It is anticipated that the Memorandum of Understanding will be finalised before year end.   Funding for effective CCTV systems and the need for a National Strategy was emphasised by the members of the committee. 
LONGFORD JOINT ACTION PLAN.
P. Mahon gave a comprehensive update regarding the Joint Action Plan which was agreed by the Gardai and the Local Authority to tackle anti-social behaviour in the Ardnacassa/Palace Crescent/Grian Ard areas of Longford town. 
Dog Control, Public Lighting, CCTV, Estate cleanup and waste collection, management of vacant houses are amongst the works being implemented.

Paddy stated that the combined focussed approach between the local authority and the Gardai is producing steady progress in the area. 
RESIGNATION OF MS. AISLING NOLAN.
Councillor Warnock thanked Ms. Aisling Nolan for her contribution while a member of the Joint Policing Committee.
The PPN to nominate Ailsing’s replacement.

DATE OF NEXT MEETING
It was agreed that the next meeting be held on the 5th March 2018.
This concluded the business of the meeting.
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Signed: _______________

             Anne Lee,

             Meetings Administrator.

Confirmed and adopted at Joint Policing Committee Meeting held on the

Monday, 5th March 2018.
Signed:   __________________

               Chairperson.[image: image1.jpg]
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